
English Attainment Statements 

English Aspect: Speaking and listening Ongoing throughout the year 

Pupils:  

listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 
ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to 
comments 

use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 

gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 

 

English Aspect: Reading Comprehension and Enjoyment Ongoing throughout the year 

Pupils maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:  

continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks 

reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes 

increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from 
our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions 

recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices 

identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing 

making comparisons within and across books 

learning a wider range of poetry by heart 

preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the 
meaning is clear to an audience 

Pupils understand what they read by: 

checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context 

asking questions to improve their understanding 

drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with 
evidence 

predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main ideas 

identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning 

discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader 

distinguish between statements of fact and opinion 

retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 

participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and 
others’ ideas and challenging views courteously 

explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates, maintaining a 
focus on the topic and using notes where necessary 

provide reasoned justifications for their views. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Writing genres Year 6 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Poetry - classical 
and narrative - The 
Highwayman by 
Alfred Noyes 

Multi-genre  
Theme - Children of 
conflict - Archie's 
War by Marcia 
Williams; Anne 
Frank by J. Poole 
and A. Barrett 

 Recount 

 Persuasion 

 Explanation 

 Non - 
chronological 
report 

 Balanced 
argument 

Multi-genre  
Theme - Captain 
Scott (cross-
curricular - geography) 
 Non-

chronological 
report 

 Persuasion 

 Poetry 

 Recount 

Multi-genre  
'Journey to the 
River Sea' by Eva 
Ibbotson  

 Recount (diary 
entry, 
biography, 
newspaper 
report)) 

 Extended Story 

 Non - 
chronological 
report 

 Persuasion 
(letter) 

 Balanced 
argument 

 Poetry 
 

Plays - Shakespeare 

 Persuasion 

 Explanation 

 Play script 

 Poetry 
(sonnet) 

 Persuasion 

Modern fiction - 
'Millions' by Frank 
Cottrell Boyce 

 Recount (diary 
entry, 
newspaper 
report 

 Play script 

 Persuasion 
(advert) 

 Story 
 

Children learn the characteristic language features and structures of different text types, and to apply them in their own writing. 
Their writing is clearly informed by audience and purpose. Children can apply their skills across a range of contexts in different 
forms. 

 

English Aspect: Writing - transcription – Spelling.   Pupils: Autumn Spring Summer 

use further prefixes and suffixes and understand the guidance for adding them 
pre-, de- prefixes Examples: predict, prepare, demist, decrease 
-ate, -en, -ify, -ise, suffixes change function of word into a verb. Examples: medicate, deepen, 
clarify, apologise 
-ity suffix changes function of word into a noun. Examples: clarity, stupidity 
-ive, -ic, -ist suffixes. Examples: competitive, basic, organist 
prefixes and meaning, mis- (not), ex- (outside), re- (again) Examples: misinform, exit, retake 
Latin prefixes and meaning, auto- (self), circ- (round), bi- (two), tele- (distant), trans- 
(across), audi- (hearing), graph (write). Examples: autograph, circle, bicycle, television, transit, 
audible, telegraph 
Affixes for diminutives, -ette (French), mini- (Latin - small), micro- (Latin – tiny), -ling (Old 
English – little). Examples: laundrette, miniscule, microprocessor, suckling 
Unstressed vowels as suffixes, -ary –ery, -ory. Examples: dictionary, stationery, conservatory 
The letter ‘c’ ci-, ce-, cy-, ca-, co- Examples: city, centre, cyan, calculate, core 
non- as a prefix meaning not. Examples: non-slip, nonsense 
Roots, prefixes and affixes. Examples: fill (as root), refill, fulfilment, overfilled 

   

Spell words with ‘silent’ letters (i.e. letters whose presence cannot be predicted from the 
pronunciation of the word) Examples: doubt, island, lamb, solemn, thistle, knight  

   

continue to distinguish between homophones and other words which are often confused. 
Examples: advice/advise, device/devise, licence/license, practice/practise, 
prophecy/prophesy, aisle/isle, aloud/allowed, affect/effect, ascent/assent, bridal/bridle, 
cereal/serial, compliment/complement, farther/further, guessed/guest, heard/herd, led/lead, 
morning/mourning, past/passed, precede/proceed, descent/dissent, desert/dessert, 
draft/draught, principal/principle, profit/prophet, stationary/stationery, steal/steel, 
wary/weary, who’s/whose 

   

Spell words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c Examples: deceive, conceive, receive, perceive, 
ceiling Exceptions: protein, caffeine, seize (and either and neither if pronounced with an initial 
/i:/ sound).  

   

Spell words containing the letter-string ough Examples: deceive, conceive, receive, perceive, 
ceiling  Exceptions: protein, caffeine, seize (and either and neither if pronounced with an initial 
/i:/ sound).  

   

Spell words containing the letter-string ough ought, bought, thought, nought, brought, fought  
rough, tough, enough cough; though, although, dough; through thorough, borough; plough, 
bough 

   

use dictionaries to check the spelling and meaning of words    

use the first three or four letters of a word to check spelling, meaning or both of these in a 
dictionary 

   

use a thesaurus.    



Spell the following words: 

accommodate accompany according aggressive appreciate attached committee 

communicate community controversy correspond criticise curiosity definite 

embarrass exaggerate existence guarantee harass identity immediate 

immediately individual leisure lightning occupy occur parliament 

persuade prejudice programme queue recommend sacrifice secretary 

stomach suggest symbol system thorough twelfth vehicle 

yacht       

English Aspect: Writing - transcription - Handwriting Ongoing throughout the year 

Pupils: 

use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, 
are best left unjoined 

increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting [for example, by ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are 
parallel and equidistant; that lines of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do not touch]. 

choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or not to join specific letters 

choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task. 

English Aspect: Writing - Composition Ongoing throughout the year 

Pupils plan their writing by: 

identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for 
their own 

noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where necessary 

in writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen 
performed 

Pupils draft and write by: 

selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices can change and enhance meaning 

in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 

dialogue to convey character and advance the action 

précising longer passages 

using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs 

using further organisational and presentational devices to structure text and to guide the reader [for example, headings, bullet 
points, underlining] 

Pupils evaluate and edit by: 

assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing  

proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning 

ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing 

ensuring correct subject and verb agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and 
writing and choosing the appropriate register 

proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 

English Aspect: Writing - vocabulary, grammar and punctuation Ongoing throughout the year 

Pupils: 
Word:  
Understand the difference between vocabulary typical of informal speech and vocabulary appropriate for formal speech and 
writing [for example, find out – discover; ask for – request; go in – enter]. 
How words are related by meaning as synonyms and antonyms [for example, big, large, little].  
Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility. 

Sentence:  
Use of the passive to affect the presentation of information in a sentence [for example, I broke the window in the greenhouse versus 
The window in the greenhouse was broken (by me)]. Use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause. 
The difference between structures typical of informal speech and structures appropriate for formal speech and writing [for example, 
the use of question tags: He’s your friend, isn’t he?, or the use of subjunctive forms such as If I were or Were they to come in some 
very formal writing and speech]. 
Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely. 
Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun. 

Text:  
Linking ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a word or phrase, grammatical 
connections.[for example, the use of adverbials such as on the other hand, in contrast, or as a consequence], and ellipsis. 
Layout devices [for example, headings, sub-headings, columns, bullets, or tables, to structure text]. 
Punctuation:  
Use of the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between independent clauses [for example, It’s raining; I’m fed up]. 
Use of the colon to introduce a list and use of semi-colons within lists. Punctuation of bullet points to list information. 
Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing. 
How hyphens can be used to avoid ambiguity [for example, man eating shark versus man-eating shark, or recover versus re-cover] 

Terminology for pupils: subject, object, active, passive, synonym, antonym, ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet points. 



Examples of pupil writing - year 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



Examples of pupil writing - exceeding year 6 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


